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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to RCE, filed 10/28/05. 

Claims 1-14, and 19-22 are pending in this application. In this Amendment, claims 1,11, 
and 19 are independent claims and are amended, and claims 15-18 are cancelled. This action is 
made non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6-9, 1 1-13, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sommers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,940,076) in view of Gilligan et al, 
(European Patent AppUcation 0609819 Al). 

As to claim 1, Sommers teaches an information processing apparatus for executing 
predetermined processing in accordance with a first operation, a second operation, or a third 
operation, comprising: 

first display control means for controlling a display (e.g., col. 3 lines 46-65, and figs. 4- 
5), in accordance with said first operation (displaying/viewing objects by using the control 302, 
e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33) or said second operation performed through said operating 
means, the display of an image for browsing corresponding to content recorded on a recording 
medium (e.g., col 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, col. 5 hnes 28-50, and figs. 4-5); and 
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reproduction means for reproducing content corresponding to said image for browsing of 
which display is kept in a selected state by said first display control means if said third operation 
has been performed through said operating means (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33); however, 
Sommers does not provide jog dial in operating to perform the operation. Gilligan clearly teaches 
a device comprising a displaceable knob mounted on one side of the mouse housi n g is p rovided 
for concurrent scrolling by using the thumb of the same hand which holds the mouse to allow 
different scrolling scale settings, including scrolling in a normal direction to the screen plane 
(i.e., between successive data layers) (see the Abstract and figs. I A-C and 3A-B). It would have 
been obvious at the time of the invention, a person with ordinary skill in the art would want to 
have the scrolling control knob of Gilligan in the Sommers Viewer of to provide more 
convenience to the user when using the mouse with the same hand/thumb in 
operating/moving/scrolling among tasks (Gilligan, Abstract); and the Sommers also shows 
displaying an image among a set of images, which are at least partially displayed on a view area 
of the display for the operator to select the image (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, col. 5 Unes 
28-50, and figs. 4-5); and 

although, the modified Sommers in view of Gilligan does not clearly provide that the jog 
dial/thumbwheel activates a desired software program or script file while the information 
processing apparatus is in power save mode or with the power being off. It is well known in the 
art that the regular PC or laptop can be set in the power saving mode or screen saver mode to 
save power and to protect the computer screen, and the computer/laptop will be fiilly turned back 
on with its current process status (as before it was turned off by the saving mode) if there is any 
input from the keyboard (input key(s) of the keyboard is touched), or 
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moving/touching/clicking/scrolling the mouse including moving the thumbwheel (if there is one 
for that mouse) of the mouse. It would have been obvious at the time of the invention, a person 
with ordinary skill in the art would want to improve the modified system of Sommers in view of 
Gilligan to be able to re- activate the computer by moving/touching/clicking the jog dial, 
thumbwheel, or any other well known input devices such as the keyboard, mouse, etc. when the 
computer is in power save mode or with the power being off to provide the user with more 
convenient features to quickly help the user getting the computer back on with its current process 
status. 

As to claim 2, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing is linearly aligned with the set of images (e.g., 
figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 6, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

second display control means for controlling, in accordance with said first operation (e.g., 
col. 3 lines 46-65, and figs, 4-5) or said second operation performed through said jog dial means, 
the display of an icon of an application program which uses said content to be reproduced by 
said reproduction means (e.g., col. 3 Une 46-col. 4 line 33); and 

starting means for starting (select the view button 302, e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33), 
if said third operation is performed through said jog dial means with the display of an icon of a 
predetermined application program kept in an active state by said second display control means 
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(e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33) said predetermined application program of which display of an 
icon is kept in the active state (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, col. 5 lines 28-50, and figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 7, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein, when any display of the icon of said application program is kept 
in the active state by said second display control means and said third operation is performed 
through said jog dial means, said starting means ends said application program started (selecting 
the objects by scrolling the display wheel, e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, and figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 8, Sommers teaches an information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein each of said first operation and said second operation is performed by rotating or 
turning a rotating or turning type dial (figs. 4-5), 

As to claim 9, Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said third operation is performed by depressing a rotating or turning type dial 
(selecting the objects by scrolling the display wheel, e.g., col 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, and figs. 4- 
5). 

As to claims 11-13, they are method claims of apparatus claims 1, and 8-9. Note the 
rejections of claims 1, and 8-9 above respectively. 

As to claims 19-21, they are system claims of apparatus claims 1, and 8-9. Note the 
rejections of claims 1, and 8-9 above respectively. 

3. Claims 3-5, 10, 14, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sommers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,940,076) in view of Gilligan et al. (European Patent 
Application 0609819 Al), and further in view of Robertson et al, (U.S. Patent No. 6,909,443). 



Application/Control Number: 09/844,563 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2179 

As to claim 3, the modified of Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing (Note the rejection of claim 1 above); however, 
the modified Sommers does not teach that the image for browsing is aligned in a curve which 
constitutes a circle. Robertson clearly shows frames are displayed along great-circle paths 
(element 738 of fig. 46E). It would have been obvious at the time of the invention, a person with 
ordinary skill in the art would want to have a great-circle display of Robertson in the modified 
Sommers' s Viewing to increase visibility for users when viewing or editing frames. 

As to claim 4, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing is spirally aligned with the set of images in a 
three-dimensional space (Robertson, figs. 12A-12F). 

As to claim 5, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing is aligned with the set of images in a planar 
manner (Robertson, figs. 38H-38J). 

As to claim 10, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first operation, said third operation, and said second operation 
are performed by switches arranged substantially in straight-line in this order (Robertson, fig. 
3 8 J). 

As to claim 14, it is a method claim of apparatus claim 10. Note the rejections of claim 10 

above. 
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As to claim 22, it is a system claim of apparatus claim 10. Note the rejections of claim 10 

above. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Bixler (U.S. Patent No. 6,507,351 Bl) teaches the user can immediately 
deactivate the ''screen saye^^^ a desired software program via, for 

example, a simple keyboard command or ''mouse'' operation (col 3). 

Shin et al. (U.S. Pub. 2002/0062437 Al) teach using the computer mouse for 
activating/reactivating the power saving mode ([0046]). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T, Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

True T. Chuong 
01/20/06 




